Know Your Bible About Repentance

Luke 13:3 reads, “But, unless you repent, you will all likewise perish.” Acts 2:38 tells us to “repent and be baptized, every one of you….”


l.  Repentance is individual:


a)  Each person must recognize he is a sinner.  (Romans 3:23)


b)  There are no degrees of sin, God’s word says all have sinned.


2.  Repentance is commanded:


a)  Man has no choice…he must repent or perish.


b)  Acts 17:30 says “…now He commands all people everywhere to repent.”


3.  Repentance involves a change of mind:


a)  Convicted of our personal sin we desire to change.


b)  Peter did this in Luke 5:8.


c)  Paul said “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners…of whom I 


     am the worst.”


d)  As sinners we must turn from our ways to God’s ways.


4.  Repentance involves a change of emotions (heart):


a)  Read II Corinthians 7:10.


b)  Note the two kinds of sorrow…Godly and worldly.


c)  Worldly sorrow is to simply be “sorry”…sorry you got caught.


d)  Godly sorrow is to regret having wronged someone, in this case God.



e)  Godly sorrow produces a changed heart.


f)  The bible says that a change of heart leads to salvation.


5.  Repentance involves a change of will:


a)  We must be determined to forsake sin and follow God.


b)  This must be a whole-hearted decision (Matthew 22:37,38).

Please notice that repentance is not forgiveness.

Many people believe that if they repent of their sins that they are forgiven of their sin. Not so!  Repentance takes place in the heart of the sinner but it is also something a person does.  Forgiving is something God does.  Repentance is NOT forgiveness but it is a condition for forgiveness.  Seeking God’s forgiveness means seeking God’s will for our lives and obeying what God’s word says.

What does God’s Word say?

Matthew 10:32...”Everyone therefore who shall confess Me before men, I will also confess him before My Father who is in heaven.”

Acts 2:38…”repent and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Revelation 2:10…”Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

Romans 6:23…”For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

God has provided the way, man’s decision is whether or not to follow his own way or God’s.

